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John Swinton (Journalist) 


John Swinton (1829-1901) war ein schottisch - 
amerikanischer Journalist, Zeitungsverleger und Redner. 
Obwohl er wohl seinen größten Einfluss als Chefredakteur der 
New York Times in den 1860er Jahren erlangte, ist Swinton 
am besten als Namensgeber von John Swinton's Paper in 
Erinnerung geblieben , einer der bekanntesten amerikanischen 
Arbeiterzeitungen der 1880er Jahre. Swinton diente auch als 
Chefredakteur der New York Sun während zweier Stationen 
von insgesamt mehr als einem Dutzend Jahren. 


Biografie 


Frühe Jahre EZ 
John Swinton (1829-1901) 
Swinton wurde am 12. Dezember 1829 in Saltoun , Schottland , 

geboren. |! Swintons Vater wanderte nach Amerika aus, als 

John noch sehr jung war, und wurde ein Siedlerpionier im Bundesstaat Illinois . [2] Er starb kurz 
nach seiner Ankunft in Amerika und drängte seinen Sohn John in einem sehr frühen Alter auf den 
Arbeitsmarkt. [2] 


Swinton wurde 1841 Lehrling bei einem Drucker, als er gerade 13 Jahre alt war. [3] Zwei Jahre 
später zog er weiter und wanderte nach Montreal , Niederkanada , aus, wo er als Druckergeselle 
arbeitete . Swinton blieb für den Rest des Jahrzehnts der 1840er Jahre in Kanada. 


Swinton kehrte in die Vereinigten Staaten zurück, um die Williston Northampton School in 
Easthampton, Massachusetts, zu besuchen . [3] Er schloss sein Studium dort nicht ab, sondern zog 
nach New York City , um sich am New York Medical College einzuschreiben , wo er abermals 
keinen Abschluss machte. [3] Swinton wurde durch die Sklaverei in den Vereinigten Staaten und 
die organisierte Kampagne für ihre Abschaffung politisch radikalisiert . [3] 1856 zog er nach 
Kansas , um dort an der Free-Soil-Bewegung teilzunehmen, und übernahm eine Position als 
Manager der Lawrence Republican, einer Anti-Sklaverei-Zeitung. [4] 


Später zog er in den Sklavenstaat South Carolina , um eine Stelle als Druckkompositor bei der 
Staatsdruckerei anzunehmen. [4 Swinton unterrichtete in dieser Zeit heimlich illegale 
Alphabetisierungskurse für schwarze Südkaroliner. [4 


Journalistische Laufbahn 


Swinton kehrte 1860 nach New York City zurück und schrieb einen Artikel über Medizin für die 
New York Times , der so gut aufgenommen wurde, dass Swinton eine Stelle als 
Leitartikelschreiber für die Zeitung angeboten wurde. [4] Swinton wurde bei der Erlangung dieser 
Position zweifellos von seinem Bruder Raymond Swinton unterstützt, der 1858 der Times 
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beigetreten war und selbst schnell in den Führungsrängen aufgestiegen war. [4] Er blieb ein 
Jahrzehnt lang bei der Times und wurde Chefredakteur der Zeitung, einschließlich der gesamten 
Dauer des amerikanischen Bürgerkriegs . [2] 


From 1870 to 1875, Swinton worked as a free lance journalist, writing extensively for Horace 
Greeley's New York Tribune.!4! 


Swinton became involved in radical labor politics in the spring of 1874, when he addressed a mass 
meeting at Tompkins Square in New York City — a gathering which was violently dispersed by the 
police.!2! Swinton's qualities as an effective orator gained notice, however, and in the fall of 1874 
he was persuaded to run for Mayor of New York at the top of the ticket of the fledgling Industrial 
Political Party.!2! Swinton received few votes and saw his candidacy as largely symbolic.!2! 


Swinton immersed himself in the New York trade union movement, addressing gatherings of 
workers and speaking before the New York State Assembly on their behalf.!2! He became active in 
the affairs of the Cigar Makers' International Union (CMIU) and was instrumental in that union's 
campaign against the tenement system of cigar production.!2! 


Following his stint as a freelancer, Swinton took a permanent position as an editorial writer for the 
New York Sun in 1875.!5! Before he left the Sun in 1883 to launch a newspaper of his own,!5! he 
delivered at a press dinner the speech he is most famous for today: 


There is no such a thing in America as an independent press, unless it is out in country 
towns. You are all slaves. You know it, and I know it. There is not one of you who dares 
to express an honest opinion. If you expressed it, you would know beforehand that it 
would never appear in print. I am paid $150 for keeping honest opinions out of the 
paper I am connected with. Others of you are paid similar salaries for doing similar 
things. If I should allow honest opinions to be printed in one issue of my paper, I would 
be like Othello before twenty-four hours: my occupation would be gone. The man who 
would be so foolish as to write honest opinions would be out on the street hunting for 
another job. The business of a New York journalist is to distort the truth, to lie outright, 
to pervert, to villify, to fawn at the feet of Mammon, and to sell his country and his race 
for his daily bread, or for what is about the same — his salary. You know this, and I 
know it; and what foolery to be toasting an "Independent Press"! We are the tools and 
vassals of rich men behind the scenes. We are jumping-jacks. They pull the string and 
we dance. Our time, our talents, our lives, our possibilities, are all the property of other 
men. We are intellectual prostitutes. 


John Swinton's Paper 


The first issue of the eponymous John Swinton's Paper appeared in New York City on October 14, 
1883.16] It was a 4-page broadsheet, split into six vertical columns and appearing once a week.[7 
The masthead of each issue!®! declared Swinton's purposes: 


1. Boldly upholding the rights of Man in the American Way. 

2. Battling against the Accumulating Wrongs of Society and Industry. 

3. Striving for the Organization and Interests of Working men and giving the news of 
the Trades and Unions. 

4. Uniting the Political Forces, searching for a common platform, and giving the new of 
all the Young Bodies in the field. 
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5. Warning the American people against the treasonable and crushing schemes of 
Millionaires, Monopolists, and Plutocrats ... 
6. Looking toward better times of fair play and Public Welfare. 


In this publication, Swinton was free to espouse his own radical ideas about the American labor 
movement and the publication gained a national readership.!5! Chief among Swinton's targets 
were the so-called "Robber Barons" of the day, including Jay Gould and William H. Vanderbilt, 
who were subjected to an unending stream of satirical cartoons, poems, and aggressive 
editorials.!9! In his pages Swinton opined against the use of exploitative prison labor and contract 
ea ae labor, casting the perceived menace of Chinese immigration in particularly dark 
tones.!? 


Swinton's agitation against contract convict labor, launched with a series of articles beginning on 
October 28, 1883, was credited with moving the New York State Assembly to investigate the issue, 
culminating in a prohibition of the system in the state beginning in 1885.10] 


Swinton attempted to have a similar effect upon the system of contract immigrant labor. Under 
this system, imported workers were brought into the country by employers, often to break strikes, 
and were provided for at a minimum standard of living for a time, saving their money for families 
at home.!!°] Swinton's use of an undercover investigative reporter to reveal the abusive nature of 
the system in January 1884 resulted in Congressional action on the matter, ending in passage of 
watered-down amended legislation in 1885.4! Following passage Swinton continued his crusade 
against the system, charging the administration of Conservative Democratic President Grover 
Cleveland with failure to enforce the provisions of the law.22! 


Despite gaining a significant and influential readership in the labor movement, John Swinton's 
Paper was never a self-supporting business venture.!"3! Swinton refused to accept financial gifts 
for the publication, instead relying exclusively upon subscriptions ($1 per year), newsstand sales (3 
cents per copy), and paid advertising (25 cents per column inch).43] As early as December 1884 
losses had begun to mount, a process which accelerated in 1887 when the Knights of Labor began a 
boycott of the publication over Swinton's perceived antagonism and commitment to the network of 
rival ace unions which later congealed under the auspices of the American Federation of 
Labor.!'4 


By August 1887, the financial shortfall had become untenable. In his penultimate issue, dated 
August 7, 1887, Swinton declared that he could no longer subsidize his publication's losses. He 
wrote: 


My means are no longer sufficient to bear any further strain. I have been wrecked by 
this paper and the labors associated therewith, in which during the past four years, I 
have sunk tens of thousands of dollars — all of it out of my own pocket.!45! 


Later life 


Swinton returned to paid journalism working for others, continuing to maintain a high public 
profile as an orator on the labor question.!6! 


Swinton ran as the candidate for the Progressive Labor Party in 1887 for the New York State 
Senate in the state's 7th district.[2] Swinton made a serious effort to win election in this campaign 
and received a substantial vote, but was ultimately defeated.[2] 
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In 1892, Swinton returned to his former position on the editorial staff of the New York Sun, 
writing editorials for that publication.'4! He would remain at that position until 1897. 


Death and legacy 


In 1899, Swinton lost his eyesight, but did his best to remain active as a writer despite this 
handicap./41 


Swinton died in Brooklyn Heights, New York on December 15, 1901, just three days after his 72nd 
birthday. He was buried at Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn, New York, beneath a monument 
erected by local trade unionists.[4] 
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